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Marshall Stars 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
   
 Here we are, barely into August, and the honors are starting to roll in.  

The Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) - http://www.sreb.org - recently named 
Marshall Middle School as an “Outstanding Making Middle Grades Work School” (MMGW) 
recipient. The SREB program “Making Middle Schools Work” has been in place at Marshall 
during the last few years, and its rigorous guidelines have been the springboard for the hard 
work put forth by the dynamic Marshall staff (http://www.sreb.org/page/1080/). 

Make no mistake; this is a big deal. Marshall was one of only nine schools nationally that 
was nominated for this honor. Marshall was the only school in New Mexico to be nominated. 
This award was presented at a development conference in Charlotte, South Carolina 
conference in mid-July. Notably, this honor was unsolicited by Marshall and came as a surprise 
to Marshall Middle School staff. 
 “We were thrilled to hear the news, of course,” I heard in a conversation with Jay Brady, 
Principal, and Cindy Terry, Assistant Principal, when I went by Marshall to learn more. Many of 
the MMS teachers learned about it through the Clovis News Journal press release at the time of 
the award presentation, and the buzz started; teachers began calling and texting each other, 
excited to hear about this noteworthy honor.  
 “It validates everything we have been doing, which is great! We have had huge 
improvements, and all of this is only possible because of our great teachers and our great 
students,” Terry and Brady both emphasized. “We have really come together as a cohesive 
team at Marshall, with everyone buying in; and not only teachers, but our custodians, our 
support staff, everybody who works here! You know: ‘We Are Marshall!’” Terry echoed the 
famous phrase from the movie with the same name, about Marshall University in West Virginia. 
 Brady went on to describe the road Marshall Middle School has traveled during the last 
few years, building the integrated curriculum teams, the strategies and programs they’d 
implemented that were focused on helping “every student every day,” without letting a single 
individual slip through the cracks.  

As Brady described the challenges they’d faced and the creative solutions they’d come 
up with over and over again, it became clear that it has not been an easy road. That is, perhaps, 
what makes the earning of such honors even more gratifying. What an example for our students 
to follow! 

The words on the framed award itself summed it up nicely: “…to Marshall Middle School, 
New Mexico, for demonstrating outstanding commitment to implementing the MMGW school 
improvement design and improving student achievement and readiness for high school by 
increasing the quality of experiences provided to students.” 
 You go, Marshall Middle School! No need to say, “keep up the good work;” it is the force 
that drives you. 

We’re proud of you, MMS; “We are Clovis!” 
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